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Facts
about
road
accidents
and
children
More than 2,400 children under the age of 16 were
killed or seriously injured on Britain’s roads in 2011

a proportionate rise in child deaths and injuries

The share of death and serious injury rates for

Children under the age of eight are the only age
or serious injury rates in the past 10 years (in
proportion to all under 16 year olds) – with the
since 2009
12 to 15 year olds – higher than any other child age
group up to 15 year olds

pedestrians

Road safety today
The number of children
killed or seriously injured
on British roads has
declined steadily for
many years, but, with
the 2010 government
casualty reduction target
reached and budgets
dwindling, we are in danger
of neglecting this vital
element of our children’s
lives. The risk of death or
serious injury as a result

considerations to the fore when
This report highlights the new
Despite its success, a rounded
study of the current situation for
replicated until the release of this,

crash worthiness and crash
highlighted within this report, we

road accidents and children’

The report shows that since

national and regional action

fallen each year, with only four

and authorities as well as the

remains, so parents, local
authorities, private sector
and wider communities
have a responsibility to help
further reduce the number
of child casualties.

A demanding target (1981 – 2020)

Today’s road safety
statistics

children and parents, alongside

changes such as the legal
exceeding the targets set in
2003 to reduce child deaths and
Trust in 2003 went a long way to

The report shows that
since 1980, child road
casualties have fallen
each year.

road safety as each region, city or
10 years, with the proliferation
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Primary lack of care
year olds)

Statistics

Number of child casualties since 2006 by age

Of all the road accidents
involving children under
15 years old, 14 per cent
years old
Between 2010 and 2011
the number of pedestrian
girls under eight years old
killed or seriously injured
rose by 38 per cent
In recent years, children
to cycle to school for
contributed to the number
of road accidents

road accidents rose yearon-year between 2008
and 2010 – reaching
falling slightly in 2011

In proportion to all under
16 year olds, the share of
highest level for 10 years
– and continues to rise.
Between 2009 and 2011,

its highest rate since 2009

of younger children, as well as

while the rate of pedestrian girl

increasing efforts to engage

year olds involved in a road
accident rose more sharply
than any other year since

(204 in total) for 10 years – with

328.

cent rise in girl pedestrian

around schools of different age

casualties aged under eight on
while understanding the local

Number of child casualties since 2008 by age
experienced a steeper increase in

In context, although deaths and

in the past 10 years, the rate
old has reduced at a far lower
rate – and increased in
Considering pedestrian road
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2008

2009

2010

2011

Playing with danger
A challenging commute, girls becoming more independent, and the arrival of

Although serious accident and death rates have decreased in the last twenty years
our youngest citizens remain vulnerable, with 28 per cent of all child accidents
involving five to 10 year olds.

transport in 2011
has changed in the past 10

Statistics
Pedestrian accidents
during school time
make up a third (180) of
all pedestrian accidents
(595) amongst those

Children travelling
to primary school
predominantly do so by
walking (49 per cent) or
by car (43 per cent)

to 10 walked to school – a four
per cent drop on 10 years ago

AA Motoring Trust report there

Pedestrian girls aged

was no record of children cycling

killed or seriously injured
increased from 77 in
2007 to 112 in 2011

seen an increase in children

Half (43 per cent) of
in the percentage of children

mobile phone aged 10
years old or younger

pedestrian accidents are on the
seriously injured when walking,

injured while walking is at

utilise the full functionality of
As children reach nine and 10

Number of female pedestrian casualties since 2004 by age group
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The
Group’
Growing independence and a wider risk
group’ (11-12 year olds)
The 11-12 year old age group faces many new experiences
and challenges as they start secondary school – including
greater independence and new responsibilities. However,
with that newly gained independence comes bigger risks
to their personal safety, and there are concerning signs
that the number of accidents are on the rise again for this
age group.
cent) of all child pedestrians
killed or seriously injured during
children, today an 11 year old

accounts for a third (32 per
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Mobile phone functions used by 11 and 12 year old children
on their way to school

Statistics
Of all pedestrians
killed or seriously
injured during school run
time, a third (32 per cent)
were 11-12 year olds
An 11 year old is six times
more likely to text on the
way to school than a 10
year old
32 per cent of 11 year
olds log on to Facebook
via their mobile while on
the way to school
36 per cent of 11 and 12
year olds listen to music
on a portable devise while
on the way to school

Number of pedestrians killed or seriously injured by age (2011)

Almost half (46 per cent)
of 11 and 12 year olds
say they use their phones
most from 3 to 6pm
25 per cent of 11 and 12
year olds say they have
been distracted when
crossing a road due to
technology such as mobile
phones and MP3 players

Mobile phone uptake by age
By age 12, nearly 73 per cent of
of crossing roads and darting

proportion (40 per cent) who
walk to school either alone or
cent acknowledge that they
The pedestrian casualty rate for
girls in particular rises steeply
Note: 18 per cent of children up to 16yrs old do not own a mobile phone
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Tech
savvy
dangers
Road safety education initiatives have
emerge as teenagers begin to make the
transition to adulthood (13-15 year olds)
This age group has been travelling to and from secondary school for a few years.
Statistics show that increased risk awareness results in child pedestrian casualties
declining after the age of 12.
Bicycle use is on the rise

of all children killed or seriously

This age group is already

crossing a road due to using

nationally and the statistics for
As such, there is a clear

group who cycle, this group as a
whole accounts for close to half

or seriously injured while riding a

cent of 14 year olds reported

serious accidents with children

that they were distracted when

Time of serious accidents involving children, alongside
usage rates of mobile phones

The older end of this age group
has additional risks to consider

Unfortunately, a 12 to 15 year

injured as a passenger of a car,

Statistics
Technology
distracting 14 year
olds on their way to
school

25 per cent of all
pedestrians killed or
seriously injured during
school run time were 13
to 15 year olds
Considering school time
journeys, 248 12 to 15
year olds were killed
or seriously injured as
passengers of a car in
2011, compared to just
191 eight to 11 year olds
The number of boys aged
12 to 15 who were killed
or seriously injured while
cycling was 216 in 2011,
compared to just 23 girls
of the same age range

Number of child pedestrians killed or seriously injured in 2011,
by age and gender

Thirty nine 15 year old
pedestrians were killed or
seriously injured during
school run time in 2011,
compared with 103 12
year olds

Number of child cyclists killed or seriously injured in 2011,
by age and gender
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The
warning
signs
In the past 10 years, a number of threats have emerged.
Education of certain teenage groups has had a positive
impact; however, a shift in school journey habits, the
emergence of technology, and a worrying and currently
unexplained rise in girls involved with accidents are all
concerns.
road safety – especially at
following sites:
deaths and serious injuries –

Introduce road safety

and/or parking around schools

education to address key

Raise awareness of school

issues raised in this report

AXA and RoadSafe stand together

The journey to school and

Consider further

of transport

infrastructure and local

The use of technology –

settings of schools

– in and around school

Setting out a path to
keep children safe

areas and road networks

Maintain the good education
schools in the UK
Raise efforts for parents to

around school areas
Make parents aware of
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The contents of the AXA

Road
Safe
report
Number of
accidents in 2011
by travel type

RoadSafe, a road safety

of reducing deaths and serious

industries in Britain, as well as
road safety professionals, helped

to aid road safety across the
and director of RoadSafe,

to keep their children safe on
RoadSafe and its panel of road

Partners include:
RoadSafe
Road Safety GB
Road Safety Analysis (MAST)

report helps to put these risks

Colas
The Good Schools Guide

Report details:
insurance, this report has

research in May 2013 of 1,000

This report incorporates data
Trust, which are used and

research and insight agency,
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